
Karns City Junior-Senior High School 
Course Syllabus 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Course Title: Trigonometry                  Instructor: Mr. Ryan  

Grade Level : 10-12    Units of Credit: 1              Length of Course: Year  

Period Length : 42 Minutes    Periods per Week: 5              Total Clock Hours: 126  

E-mail : mryan@karnscity.k12.pa.us  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Textbook : Trigonometry-Seventh Edition: Larson, Hostetler, 2007.  

 

Course Description : This course includes the study of the six trigonometric ratios and their applications to right triangles. It  also 

includes the Law of Sines and Law of Cosines to solve oblique triangles and vector problems. The periodic patterns are discovered from 

the graphs of the circular functions and additionally the functions are used in many life applications. Finally, skills requi red for more 

advanced work in mathematics, i.e., the ability to use trigonometric identities to write trigonometric expressions in alternate  forms, is 

developed by verifying trigonometric equations. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PURCHASE THEIR OWN CALCULATOR!  

 

Teaching Techniques: Class will start  as soon as the bell rings at which time everyone should be in their assigned seats and have all 

supplies necessary for class. Everyone is required to have a notebook or a three ring binder (preferred). The first few minut es of class 

will be used to clarify ideas presented in previous lessons and work on an opening activity provided by the teacher. The majo rity of the 

class will be spent on new materials, with plenty of examples. The form in which the new material will be presented will vary. 

Throughout the presentation of new material students should have their notebook or binder and text out and actively participa te in class. 

Before completion of class I will try to provide time for independent practice of new material. This time is provided to reinforce the 

topics covered in class and answer any questions that may arise, including those questions about missed assignments and grades. It  is not 

to be used to socialize. Since this is an upper level class, a great deal will be expected of you. However, to ease the burden I do 

encourage students to work cooperatively when appropriate.  

 

Evaluation Procedure: Homework will be given after each new topic and as a review for quizzes and tests. Problems should be 

completed in a legible fashion with the steps to each solution shown. Correct notation is essential in all math classes and I expect it  to be 

present in your solutions. Please include your name and the section number at the top of the homework. Homework wi ll be collected and 

awarded 0-5 points depending on its completeness and accuracy. There will be times when the class period will be allocated to work on 

your homework and utilize the benefits of your group’s knowledge. Prepare to have homework almost every night. Mathematics must be 

practiced in order to master the topic. Quizzes will be given whenever I feel it  is necessary and will not always be announced. They will 

be worth 10-40 points and will give me an idea of your progress throughout the chapter. Chapter Tests will be given at  the end of each 

chapter and will usually be about 100 points. Special Projects will be given and the point total for these will depend upon the projects 

length and difficulty. Class Participation points in the 0-25 range will be awarded bi-quarterly. Part icipation includes but is not limited 

to; taking notes, working on classroom assignment, paying attention, cooperative behavior, doing board work, and asking and a nswering 

questions. There will also be various points awarded for miscellaneous tasks.  

 

Calculators: Calculators will be used on a daily basis.  It  is in your best interest to purchase your own calculator for a couple of reasons.  First, if 
you have your own calculator you can use it  in other classes as well as in future math classes.  So buying your own calculator will help you in 

study halls and at home.  Secondly, by learning to use your calculator you will save valuable time doing computations.  All calculators are a lit tle 
different.  So if you use a different one in every class each school year it  can really be quite overwhelming.  Get your own so you only have to 
worry about learning to use one.   The calculators we will be using in class are Texas Instrument calculators.  The TI-30XIIs is a good scientific 
calculator that will do most of what we need in this class and should only run you about $10.  The TI-83 plus is a powerful graphing calculator 

that will do just about anything you will need, but it  will run you about $90.  You will have access to the TI-30XIIs in my classroom, but will be 
on your own outside my room.  My suggestion is that you purchase one yourself.  This will get you through about 90% of what we will be doing 
this year.  If you want to spend a lit tle more and get the TI-83 plus, it  will be useful in all your math classes for years to come if you take good 

care of it .  You don’t necessarily have to get either of these models, but if you don’t you will be responsible for figuring out how to use your 
calculator!  Do your shopping at Wal-Mart or K-Mart early in the year for the best deals.  There will be times during the year that you will not be 
able to use a graphing calculator or a scientific calculator on a quiz or test. 

 

Grading System: The following grading scale will be used in this class –  

 

A 100-89.5%   B 89.4-79.5%   C 79.4-69.5%   D 69.4-59.5%   F <59.4% 

The points you earn will be totaled and divided by the total points available to determine your percentage. The above percent ages are 

written in stone. So please make every effort to obtain the highest score on every assignment. I don’t give points away and bonus will be 

rare in this class. Always check your work when returned to you to check for errors on my part. Also, keep track of your own grades for 

your own knowledge.  



School Rules: The following rules are those of the school and should be followed in this classroom.  

1. No food, drink or eating will be permitted in classes or study hall.  

2. Students are to be in their classes or study hall and seated when the tardy bell rings.  

3. Students will be responsible for all classroom work when absent whether excused or unexcused.  

4. Students will come prepared to all classes, including study halls, with materials and books.  

5. Students will show respect towards other students and all school personnel.  

 

Consequences: If a student chooses not to follow the rules the following list  of consequences will be used in progression.  

1. The student will receive a verbal warning, which will be recorded for future instances.  

2. The student will be asked to stay after class for a brief period in which I will talk to the student.  

3. The student will receive after school detention.  

4. I will contact the student’s parents or guardian about the student’s behavior.  

5. The student will be sent to the assistant principal’s office.  

 

Make-Up Policy: You have as many school days to make-up work as you missed. The responsibility lies with you to make arrangements 

for quizzes and tests. Homework due on the day of your absence is due the day you return. Missing the day before there is a test or quiz 

does not exempt you from taking the quiz or test the day you return provided it  was announced while you were present and no n ew 

material was covered the day you were absent. Special arrangements can be made with me for long-term absences. If you know you are 

going to be absent then you should see me prior the absence. This is especially important for school related trips. School po licy permits 

you to miss no more than 20 days per year in order to receive credit fo r this course.  

 

Late Homework and Projects: Late homework and projects will be accepted no later than 24 hours after it  was due. However, partial 

credit will be given for late work. Habitually late work will not be accepted.  

 

School Property: This room is to be kept neat at all t imes and I ask that all persons take responsibility for the condition of the room. 

Books, calculators and other materials are the responsibility of the student using such items. If a student fails to return o r defaces school 

material restitution must be made. Do not use your text book as a filing cabinet!! Please keep your books covered at all t imes to help 

protect them. Books will be checked every couple of weeks with either a 5 or 0 being awarded.  

 

Hall Passes: Hall passes will be issued only in emergency situations. Come to class prepared and take care of your business between 

classes.  

 

Class Conduct: Please treat others with respect in this classroom. There is no place for name-calling or put-downs in this room. I want 

everybody to feel comfortable enough to answer and ask questions knowing that others will be supportive and listen to what is being 

said. Remember, I have gotten more math problems wrong in my lifetime than you have attempted. Fortunately, I have learned fr om my 

mistakes and I expect you to do the same.  

 

Tutoring: My students are encouraged to see me for extra help. I am available before and after school in room 304. If these times are 

inconvenient other arrangements can be made for help during school hours. Try to set something up with me during class.  

 

As the student, you are expected to…  

 
…come to class everyday prepared to participate in classroom activities and discussions  

…complete assigned work in a timely manor  

…do your very best on assignments, tests, and projects  

…show respect for your classmates and the teacher.  

…ask for help when necessary  

 

As the teacher, you should expect me to…  
 

…be prepared for class everyday with clear and meaningful lessons  

…return tests, quizzes, and other assignments in a timely manor  

…provide reasonable and meaningful assignments that will enhance your understanding of mathematics  

…always demonstrate respect for the students and other members o f the school system  

…provide help to those students who ask and encourage all students with their mathematical endeavors.  

  

Final Notes: Always raise your hand and wait to be called upon before answering questions in class.  

     Take advantage of the offer for tutoring. I want everyone in this class to be able to succeed at mathematics.  

  

“It is safe to make a mistake in this classroom, but more to your credit, a different one each time.”  


